
 

Hello church family, 

I know it has only been a couple of days since our last update but I wanted to remind 
you that the church office will be closed on Thursday and Friday for the Thanksgiving 
holiday, which means I needed to send our update a bit sooner than normal. I know 
that many of us will be celebrating our first Thanksgivings without a house full of family 
and friends, but I hope that we can all remain grateful that we are still surrounded by 
love and blessings, even if they aren't physically in our midst. For those who are cele-
brating with family, my prayers are for safety and health and caution as we enter a criti-
cal phase in COVID cases. I also want you to know how grateful I am for each one of 
you. I am thankful to be your pastor and to walk alongside you as we serve Christ. 
Thank you for your grace and mercy towards me in the midst of a challenging year as I 
do my best to discern God's will and a faithful path forward in the midst of this crisis. I 
am blessed. 

Several of our church family have been sharing beautiful stories of a church member via 
email this week. At a time when we cannot gather to honor such a precious soul, this 
has been a wonderful way to share our memories and celebrate her faithful and gener-
ous life. I will be officiating a private family service for her family and if you have a spe-
cial message or memory you would like for me to share with the family, you can email 
me or call me by Friday afternoon. Please contact the church office or me for the mail-
ing address for the family to receive cards. 

I am looking for help in putting together our Advent worship services - If you and/or 
your family are interested in taking part in worship by recording a short video in which 
you light a candle or read a prayer please contact me asap. You can either record the 
video from home and send it to me or arrange to meet me at the church and I will rec-
ord. I will provide the readings and prayers (unless you wish to do your own prayer 
which is fine). Text or call me if you would like to participate. 

I hope to worship with each of you via LiveStream this Sunday as we begin the season 
of Advent. It is a season that is set aside for "waiting" for the arrival of Jesus. This year, 
more than most, we understand what it means to "wait" as we yearn for the end of this 
pandemic and a return to many of the things we miss and hold dear. This year of Ad-
vent theme is "For Those Who Wait" and it is based in the laments and hopes of the 
prophet Isaiah. This Sunday, we will look at Isaiah 64:1-9 For Those Who Wait for Mer-
cy: Finding Hope in a New Day. We will Livestream the service on Facebook at 11am and 
post the video to YouTube by 1 pm.  Don't forget, before worship, to join Jan Taylor at 
10am. Please contact the church office or me to obtain the direct meeting link or the 
specific phone number to participate. 

May your Thanksgiving day be filled with God's presence  
and your awareness of blessing and abundance, 
Pastor Karen 
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